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In 2003 my son Noah (a U.S. Marine) was paralyzed from the chest on down, including his hands. 

See attached article. At that point my husband and I decided since I'd have to be his caregiver we 

would open a business across the street from our home so we could be close to our son. 

At that time the commercial lender insisted we purchase more land for the business, so I went to 

my friend Ken Hendricks, he agreed to loan us the additional money and as a sign of 

good faith I used my patent as collateral with the understanding that I could have it back (although 

it was never assigned to him, it was an honor-system) when he was paid in full, which 

was accomplished in August 2005. The patent was then considered mine again, we joked about 

how it was always mine anyway. We both had the same patent attorney and told him about 

our agreement, since I hadn't received any notice and was busy taking care of my son and 

running the business, I assumed that my friend Ken Hendricks paid the maintenance fees. 

Since then Ken passed away (see attached, and yes, ironic obituary). I was struggling with the 
business and taking care of my son and had to file bankruptcy (cases #1181320 & 1 181317) 
both with the business and personally. Our business foreclosed, I had spinal meningitis and 
encephalitis which took 2 years to fully recover from. As I write this I am awaiting thyroid and 
brain surgeries. I seriously cannot make this stuff up. 

All that being said, I am asking for your mercy to re-instate my patent so I can re-build my life. 
I am enclosing ail the fees, along with a prayer... I am also requesting that this letter and it's 
contents will remain confidential in your archives due to ifs very personal nature. 

Thank you very much for your consideration. 

Diane Currier 
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Family prays for injured Marine 

■After returning from duty in Iraq, Noah Currier was paralyzed in an auto 
accident By ROBERT BAXTER, Rockford Register Star 

» Qick here for more about Robert 

CANDLEWICK LAKE - Marie Currier erected a 1f>fo* 
front yard m March as a synfafc 
Iris vtsjf home from Iraq. 

For the better part of a day, he inched his 

way tfvous^t frozen gpoundL At ragpft, he'd play taps on Iris saxophone. 
Nektons though* Currier was crazy. But sure enough, Noah found has 
way home- from serving on dangerous reo orawKywue missions m Iraq. 

Then in the early morning hours of -fane 2, a day after membeis of 
Noah's family visited him in San Diego and tad retivned home, 
21-year-old Noah was imotved in a car crash near Camp Pendtetan. 

He remains m a maitary hospital^ 

^We w&e resdly wrwried about tun what he was gone,* said Dustn 
Currier, Noah's 14-year^ brother. "But once he got back here, 
we were relieved, and we knew he wtxAd be hone ma couple of weeks. 
c Then this happened." 

'Unstoppable* 

The famify flew back ou£ to 

cou^i Normal body secreti n i s fitted tehmg5> "None of us are wiling to 
aecef* that Noah wgl not c»^^ 

was 'Unstoppable* growing up, and we believe his body might be busted up 
a little bit, but his spirit is so strong and perfectly intact. That is so important. " 

Mark and IXsfijn returned home recently. Diane Currier, Noah's mom, remains A 
hfe side in a Mission Viejo, Calif., hospftaL Miftary dorJnrs 
future capabilities. Months off rehabai^tsm lie ^lead. 'Many wte suffer sp^ 
cord injuies die of pneumonia because they can't expel the secretions thai bufld up,* 
Mark Currier said. Once he is pfcysicafly stable, Noah wtl be nmedtDafactity 
either out west or closer to home. "He is 21, and Ife isunfob^infnmtof trim," 
his father said. 1 fully expect to put an ack&irjnoftothehrjusefor himto tiveh^e. 
If we find out sk months from now that^twha&tewai^ wewilhelpinwtatever 
other ways we can." 

Tip of the spear' 

Members erf Noah's famiy had spent hours glued to 24-hour news channels late last 
winter and throughout the early spring tracking U.S. pr og ess in Iraq and hoping they 
wrodd not hear Noah's name as a easicffy. Diane Currier spent lu li ne painting an old 
chwch pew bri^ colors n the fam 

News running nearty nonstopL She also wrote two songs and frien* sang and wrote music 
as a tribute to her son. 


"Noah was among the first to arrive in cities like Baghdad," Mark Currier said. "They are 


what the military calk the Hp of the spear.* They go in in small groups and see what land 
of fire they can draw, then report back to larger units what type of resistant* to expect. 
Most days were tense for the Curriers, who couldn't conmMiicstewithHoahA^nBstof 

his time overseas. 


Once word reached them that Noah was on his way badiinbte*^, theyl»eathed( 
On June 2, Noah was a passenger in a vehicle corning hack to camp from leave. "Moan may 
been asleep when tteAiwy went down a 2P4^ 

what 

happened; we only know the result, " Mark Currier said. 
Dustih has returned from the California hospital to his ^ 

rnusiccamp. He arid Iris brotoer plajf^ntors^ Noah also played spon^ and keeps hMreenm 
great shape through exercise, Iris brother said. 


"I think his goal was he pretty much always wanted to be a Marine." Di^ said, ^e hrt love 
music- The other day, we were outside,, and my dad called and my mom put the phone up to 

hits 

ear and I played guitar for him. "We're just trying to be there for whatever he needs." 


Age: 21 

Family: Father, Mark; mother, Diane, brother, Dustin. 
Education: Graduate of North Boone High School, Class of 2000. 


Rank: Corporal, United States Marine Corps. 

Active duty: Joined U.S. Marine Corps in August 2000; has served two tours of active duty, 
one in Afghanistan and most recently in Iraq. 

MlHary honor: Noah's sergeant and Beifcnant are recomrMidng hmi ^ 

achievement award for valor mcoinbat, one of ttemort distinguish g| 

Navy. ^ 

Status: Injured in car crash June 2 near Camp Pendleton in San Diego, just days after returning^ 
to the United States from Iraq. c£> 

Injuries: Suffered severe spinal injury. He breathes on his own and is talking but is paralyzed ^ 
from the chest down. fo 

Wliat'snejdzFamiyejqjectstoplatt % 
San Diego, Milwaukee or Chicago. He wil iMidergormnthsof treatoientasdoctr^ 
the severity of Iris mjury and what type of independence he n^ ^ alte to achieve. 


Gary L. Cartson /Rockford Register Star , 

lVferk Currier stops a minute as he talks about his son Noah (pictured at left) and his medical problems, 
Noah was injured after he returned from Iraq and Afghanistan iinharmed 

View full-sized photo 
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Ken Hendricks 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

KeinretfeA.Heiidncfcs (September^ 1941 -December 21, 2007) ^^aboaaesai^\^^ewa 
siring supply company into a $2-6 MSScm fi»tmK aorta spat oni the Frete 
with Beloit, Wisconsin, Hendricks lived in nearby Afton. 

HsKMeks^ixim and raised! m 
the roofing Iffisane^ 

intoa^M)-maniisjiti-sf^ 197I y aline v*mmc^:nK^swsesffllocaL After giving the 

. company to fteensilajees»te 
faifkig Bid aiKl Soiro locate 
flKOQ^i new start-ups and acquisitions. 
cfcfcfcifajrBiacfcoS^^ 

ULS* wholesaler of roofing adiogr windows and gtEfcfcs" supplies^ with aimal sales ove? US$3 billion- This 
lapMs^owftKarfkectresokofKerf^ 

employees ftst, if t&ey are happy then they wacoolHHietolae^ 
rammed the sole owner, an^ 

estimated at $2.6 billion, Hendricks was added to the Fortes list of the world's billionaires. 

Hendricks also owned the Beloit Plaza nail and the former Beloit Corporation manufacturing complex, 
macfe of which has been completely k*^^ 
Fairfjanks^MOfse compter as w^ 

special "20 Year Award of Exee&stfe* fiona tte D&wntowiiBeicAAssQciata 
™ - - 111 

m^moEsemer^thatie-enef^^ J 

political cGftfribatioGS. No fej^I aelkm wasfakeoJ 2 ^ 

Hendricks and his wife Diane owned and ran several other companies through the Hendricks C§|up- He 
was known for his teegest m geen bi^EB^teclgK>fe^y T and was set to braid an covkf * nifCTrf^^ &ieiHl^ 
roof for a complex at the 2008 Smmer OiympicssnBe^H^H^^ 
newsia*fiamfetheBeSoitS^ 
plot in JanesviDe. 

In 2006, /nc. named Hendricks its 2006 Entrepreneur of the Year award [31 and he was featured ofgie 
magazine's cover. 141 Inc. had ranked ABC Supply its #1 Inc. 500 business in 1986, after which it was too 
large to list 

Death 

HsMfekks <fied Deceste 21 s 20OT 

ii^ the gpage rfhis laafneL^ H ^ 
In 2008, the film An American Carol is dedicated in his memory.* 71 
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ABSTRACT 


A women's upper-body garment is provided with a front- 
opening outer garment and a front-opening inner bra having 
shoulder straps attached to the inside shoulders of the outer 
garment, and having breast supporting portions with elastic 
perimeter portions and formed to support the underside of 
the breasts. 

10 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 



